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SPEECH DAY 2008

S
peech day at The Downs is a chance to celebrate all
that the children have achieved through the academic
year.  Year 8 prepare to leave us, and move on to their
chosen senior schools; and at the other end of the
school, Reception children are proud of all they have

achieved in such a short period of time in their first year. How
proud they will feel returning to welcome the new Reception
children at the start of their time at The Downs.

The day saw our community show off its talent in a wide range
of activities, art, drama, music and the always successful tug of war.
As always, the maintenance staff worked tirelessly to make sure
the school was looking its best, and the kitchen staff spoiled us
with their delights. 

It was also a day when we had to say goodbye to some members
of staff all who had been an integral part of the team, and who
will be missed by everyone.

The day was a great success and we had an added treat when
Captain John flew his Spitfire over the grounds of the school, to
the amazement of the onlookers.
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We warmly welcome all our new pupils to the school this term. We hope that our youngest children, who begin their school life
with us here at The Downs, will settle in well and make some wonderful friendships. To our new pupils who join in various year
groups throughout the school, we wish them well and hope they settle into our community and all it has to offer them.

Vincent Baker recently took on his
role as Headmaster for the day.
Amongst his innovations he
introduced an extended day, ice
cream at tiffin and PJ day.  The
money raised from the event will
go towards buying extra play time
equipment, something that
everyone will enjoy.  Vincent also
took the time to hold a staff
meeting and interview two of 
the new members of staff.

Mr David Marsden – Assistant Headmaster
Miss Severine Brinster – Head of Language Department  

Could you tell me something about your career before The Downs?
D.M. Having trained as a teacher, I worked in Birmingham in the
largest Comprehensive School in Britain, I later went into farming
but returned to teaching, eventually becoming Headmaster of
Sunnyhill Prep School.
S.B. I studied in France and then completed my degree in English
Literature. I then spent a year at Bryanston, before moving to QES
Dorset. I spent the last three years in Bristol at Stoke Bishop
Community School where I was very much involved with the 
setting up of the languages department.
What are your hobbies and interests?
D.M. I am a fan of all sports, I enjoy the countryside and I am 
happy getting involved with any DIY.
S.B. I enjoy languages. I cycle and have just discovered climbing.
Can you tell me about an embarrassing incident?
D.M. When my soon-to-be-headmaster had an incident where he
bent over, ripped his trousers, and had to borrow a pair of mine –
I was embarrassed to see that they were also two sizes too big 
for him!!!!

S.B. On the first day of term I walked into the staff room, slipped
and fell flat on my back.  Thankfully nobody saw me so I was able 
to have a good giggle.
The nicest place you have ever been and why?
D.M. Seychelles – crystal blue sea, white sand and swimming with
the most colourful tropical fish.
S.B. Tahiti – French Polynesia – It was once my family home.
If Mr Gunn’s dream car is a Vo lvo V70, what is your dream car?
D.M. A Bugatti – because I have no hope of ever owning one.
S.B. An Audi A3 convertable – interesting that Mr Baling had an A3.
You’re go ing out to your favour ite restaurant - what do you order?
D.M. I am keen on sea food so something like mussels for starter
and Sea Bass for main would be good.
S.B. I like sea food so I would start with crab or salmon. Lamb
would be my main course and I think I would finish with chocolate
soufflé.
If you went on the X Factor- what would you sing?
D.M. I like Cold Play – I listen to them all the time in the car. 
S.B. I am keen on Jacques Goldanah I would sing “la Vie par
Procuration” – A little hesitant – then burst into song. Sounded like
Miss Saunders – but in French.
Can you sing a few lines –
D.M. (much fidgeting) I can’t remember any songs now! – I’m 
unsure of the words.
Another song?
With the tape recorder turned off – there then follows a short
rendition of Yellow Submarine. Don’t go to near Mr Marsden when
he is plugged into his ipod!
Most memorable sporting moment?
D.M. Probably when I got 9 wickets in a cricket match playing for a
local pub side. 9 for 1, take note Mr Dickinson!
S.B. When I persuaded myself to cycle into work everyday
throughout the summer.
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‘Headmaster’for the Day 

Welcome to our new pupils

(Photograph o f new reception pupils)
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